
ATTENTION STUDENTS:
• Come to class prepared with materials and charged 

iPad.
• Keep track of grades on PowerSchool!

• DO YOUR PART!  Outside of school YOU are 
responsible for completing any assigned 
homework and studying each night.  8th grade is 
challenging, it moves at a fast pace.  YOU 
MUST STUDY TO SUCCEED!! 

ATTENTION PARENTS:
• Please check Parent Portal for student grades and 

email teachers if you have any concerns.
• Make sure your email is updated in PowerSchool, and 

that you select for PowerSchool to send you update 
emails.

• If a student is having trouble, he or she should speak 
with the teacher as soon as possible.  The teacher 
will work with the student to schedule time for extra 
help.

IMPORTANT APPS
• Google Classroom:  

Assignments and 
materials are posted in 
Google Classroom.

• Notability

Finding Success in 8th Grade

COMMUNICATION
with the teachers

English
Amie Davis
davisam@apps.anderson1.org
Janet Evans
evansj2@apps.anderson1.org
Haley Workman

Math
Lisa Mahaffey 
mahaffeyl2@apps.anderson1.org
Emilee Sewell
sewelle@apps.anderson1.org
Janice Webster
websterj@apps.anderson1.org
Social Studies:
Whitney Nash 
nashw@apps.anderson1.org
Brandon Smith
smithb@apps.anderson1.org
Susan Wise 
wises@apps.anderson1.org
Science
Charis Bauman
byrdt@apps.anderson1.org
Chad Butler
butlerc@apps.anderson1.org
Liz Jordan
jordanel@apps.anderson1.org
8th Grade Counselor
Rebekah Craig
craigr@apps.anderson1.org

Several factors make up quarterly grades.  In addition to 
daily classwork, students will have regular homework 
assignments, quizzes, tests, projects, and essays to 
complete.  Effort and participation are very important.  
Students are expected to be on time to class and to come 
prepared.  The breakdown of the quarterly grade is as 
follows:

FIFTY
percent

MAJOR GRADES
(Tests, Projects, Essays)

FIFTY
percent

MINOR GRADES
(Quizzes, Classwork, 

Homework)

FYI:
Algebra I and 
English I are 
60% major 
grades and 
40% minor 

grades.  
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In both ELA 8 and English 1 Honors, classes will 
have several units of study including: novels, 
short stories, poetry, nonfiction, stems, and 
writing. Major grades will include tests, 
projects, and essays. Minor grades will include 
quizzes, classwork, and homework. Students 
may have some written homework from 
time to time, but will be expected to study 
stems/vocabulary and read at home every 
evening. There will be times during the 
school year when your student may be 
assigned to read a novel outside of class. It is 
very important that students use time wisely 
and stay organized to ensure success. Some 
of the apps that will help students with this 
are Quizlet, Flashcard NKO, and Google. English 
teachers encourage students to use Google 
Docs to type papers and to learn and practice 
keyboarding skills. What students learn in 
eighth grade English will help prepare them 
for success in high school and beyond.

Everything in math builds.  
8th grade math breaks up 
into Pre-Algebra and 
Geometry.
Important Websites:
• www.khanacademy.org
• www.mathisfun.com
• www.virtualnerd.com

Algebra I grading scale is 
60% major grades and 
40% minor grades.

The eighth grade social studies 
curriculum is based on the 
frameworks designed by the SC 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education.  In this class, 
students will focus on the story of the 
history of South Carolina and the role 
that the state and its people have 
played in the development of the 
United States as a nation.  Every 
effort will be made to provide hands-
on opportunities, integrate technology, 
differentiate instruction, and present 
lessons in a variety of formats to suit 
all learning styles.

The 8th Grade Science courses at Wren 
Middle School are designed to meet the 
South Carolina 8th Grade Science 
Standards.  This year, students will use 
an interactive journal to keep up with 
notes and assignments.  We will engage in 
hands-on learning experiences to learn 
about Earth’s biological diversity over 
time, materials and processes that alter 
the structure of Earth, characteristics 
and motion of celestial bodies in the 
universe, effects of forces on the motion 
of an object, and the properties and 
behaviors of waves.  Throughout the 
year, students will develop science skills 
by engaging in controlled scientific 
investigation, constructing explanations 
and drawing conclusions from data, and 
generating questions for future study.

http://www.khanacademy.org/
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http://www.virtualnerd.com/

